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Sweetheart: 

Well, I vrer.t around yesterday morning and had 
Leggett married off and consequently I am left by myself 
again. Hard luck, isn’t it. Just when I get a new hat 
that looks somewhat decent or, ne and a, pretty new dress 
I go and let the boy get married and the result is that 


I have 
g o wi th 

to stay at home until I can 
me a little. 

fee t 

someone 

else to 


Say, boy dear, I haven't 

had 

a letter 

■ from you 


since Thursday. That v/ns Thanksgiving day arid 1 got your 
letter saying you were going to cg.t dinner with the peo¬ 
ple von boarded with. Did you ent so much that you have 
not been able to navigate since? Looks like it from this 
end of the line, as it is now live o’clock Monday evening. 
Thai is the first time you ever didiL'eat me so before. 

t/hat is the news from your mother and Herry? 

He never comes arounu the church any more, at least I never 
see higi, meybe it is because I haven't ueen t• a re so much 
myself. Law Ivy there pt jaaaKsqfrsxtauft Church yesterday 
She was alone. " She dosen't cate to Sunday school much now, 
either. 

Don't forget to be a good boy and study your 
lessons real hard, 


Yours ever, 






















Dee Moines Iowa December 4 1911 


To the Official Board 

of the University Plaoe Church of Christ 
res Moines Iowa 
Gentlemen:- 

On the first Sunday in Hovember the following were 
eleoted as officers of the Loyalty Christian Endeavor Sooiety 
for the ensuing six months:- President, Kirby Page; Vice- 
President, Estella Saunders; Secretary, Ella Duckworth; 
Treasurer, Barry Dunlavy; Cholrister, Prank Haney; Organist, 
Mayme Middleton* 

On account of the great difficulty in hearing in 
the Immense auditorium of the new ofauroh building, the meeting, 
plaoe for our regular Sunday evening service has been ohanged 
to the chapel of the old building. were able to do this 

through the kindness of Mrs D E Williams and the Daisy Drake 
Endeavor Sooiety, who, heretofore, had been meeting in the 
chapel. 

The attendance at the Sunday evening services for 
the past month has been between 150 and 200 each evening, 
and the meetings have been very interesting and helpful. 

A new record was attained last Sunday evening when 102 
different people took part in the service* 

At our last Business meeting a motion was passed 
changing the time of our monthly business meeting from the 
first Sunday evening of each month to the night of our monthly 
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sool&l gathering. It is thought that by this change we 
will he able to reach a larger percentage of our members at 
our Business meetings* 

On Thanksgiving morning a Sunrise Prayer Meeting 
was held in the chapel, with an attendance of 60. After 
a devotional program of thirty minutes, the meeting adjourned 
in a body to the home of mrB nation, a widow lady with an 
invalid daughter, where each person deposited a pound of 
some article on her doorsteps, and then a verse of n The 
king's Business"was sung. 

Under the leadership of Miss Grace Doudna, the 
Missionary Committee is sending out groups of our workers 
to the different Endeavor Societies in the city eaoh Sunday 
night, for the purpose of helping them in their meetings in 
every possible way. 

Te have Just accepted the challenge of the Oklahoma 
City Endeavor Society, said to be the largest in the United 
States, for a contest on the following points:- number present 
at Sunday evening service, number systematically pledging, 
number members of Comrades of Quiet Hour, number taking part 
in the meeting, etc. 

At our Annual Missionary Offering on the last 
Sunday in October the sum of $89.00 was pledged, some $50.00 
or $60.00 of which has already been paid in. Out of this 
sum, a donation of $25.00 has been made to The Grand View 
Church of Christ, and the balanoe will be turned into the 
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ohuroh treasury as soon as it Is all paid In, to be 
distributed through the Church Missionary Fuads* 

^e are still continuing bur work of supplying the 
musio for the Sunday afternoon service at the Home for the 
Aged. The song service, under the leadership of Frank Haney, 
adds greatly to the success of our regular Sunday evening 
meetings, and from time to time we are favored with special 
numbers. Our Calling and Flower Committees have made a 
number of visits to the sick during the month, carry 'lowers 
and good oheer into the sick room. 

A committee is now making a study of conditions 
in the county Jail, and will soon make a report as to the 
advisability of our undertaking a work with the prisoners there. 

On the second Monday night of November, a most 
pleasant social gathering was held in the basement of the 
old ohuroh, with an attendance of over 200, many of whom were 
not members of Loyalty. 

Our Lookout Committee, under the efficient leader¬ 
ship of A 0 Euokle, is making a thorough canvass of the 
students of the University for the purpose of Interesting 
them in our work* 

A new committee has been added to our regular 
committees. It is called the Quiet Hour Committee and 
has for Its object the promotion of individual Bible -study 
and private devotion among our members. 
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It is the opinion of the new "“resident tlmt.it 

■ 

would bo o very difficult natter to find o nore oonceorated 
-nd willing group of workers than wo have in hoynliy chrletian 
"ndonvor. lie father wiohoo to oxpreoo Mo very groat plooaure 
in having a part with them in their work for tho young people 
Of this ohuroh and oonnanity* 

respectfully submitted 

President royalty Shrirtion ndoevor 
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11, and I an sending you the Hems ton Daily Post 
for the first two weeks in lecenser as the Dest 
means of keeping 3/011 informed as to the progress 
of that work here during that time. 


•Vith lest wishes, I an 
Cordially yours 
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SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE 
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DEIS MOIN ES, IOWA. 


December 5 1911 


My dear Mother:- 

Time surely is going by in a hurry with me these 
days. Just think, it is only three weeks until Christmas 
will he here - then it won't he long until June - and then - 
well, we'll he happy together, won't we? 

The final examinations are only two weeks off, 
so you can imagine I am pretty busy getting ready for them. 
Have no doubt hut that I'll get through all 0 Z. 

Jack and I are getting on together just famously. 

( 1 

I wish you could know each other. I am sure you would 
like him. He is full of life and fun all the time and yet 
is a good scholar. We make some team, "belief me. 

I had the pleasure of meeting with the official 
hoard of University Place Church last night. It was quite 
a privilege and will no doubt mean a great deal to me. 
EVERYTHING is coming my way. WATCH OUT FOB ME. 

I was mighty glad to hear that you had enjoyed 
Thanksgiving day. I can't understand how you can he so 
cheerful - and yet things are a great deal better than 
they have been - so why be blue? 

With lots and lots and lots and lots of love, I am 


"\ 


Your old boy 
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December 5, 1911. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

C/0 Y. 31. C. A., 

Houston, Tex. 

Dear Sirs- 

In our search for a Boys' Work Director your name has been suggested 
to us. We would be very glad to know whether or not you are available for a 
change of field. If so, we would be glad to have you fill out the enclosed 
secretarial blank. Any other information you are willing tc give us will be 
thankfully received. 

Yours very truly. 






BASHVILLE YOUHG MEH'S CHRISTIAN ASSOOIATIOH 


December 5 19X1 


Mr I E Munger 
C/o Y M 0 A 

Houston Texas 
Dear Sir:* 

Zn our search for a Boys' Work Director Mr Kirby 
Page has been suggested to us. \7e are taking the liberty 
of writing'hiin today and want to asvise you-of the faot 
that we are communicating with him. If, for any reason, 

Mr Page is available for a change of field we would appre*- 
clate any Information about him you would care to give us* 

Yours very truly 
(Signed) 9 W MoGill 


COPY 
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Sweetheart : 
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Yours ever, 
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Say, boy dear, don't tell Jack too much nbout me 
don't ^ive him too much of hew you see• me , bccrouf-.e 
I don t ’print him to he TOO di os rip ointed when he sees me. I 
know he liar, me pictured out as a ijueen anony vromen from the 
way you have painted me, JaaX and not just a wee little kid 
with a stubborn ‘mouth and n sassy face,’ or th en, h e miyl^t think 
I fuu too serious when he really sees .me. You shonlu tell him 
a little fn.ult now and then just to balance things off a little. 
I know, for one, that no will be aiucll disappointed, because 
even my pictures flat t€ i‘ . ;b f t - Li. L u on t t c J. 1 c'i iiyo i i c i* o-j f bo cl i u i u 
v/xeckless I mu. I an tniting ny last year as a tomboy and you 
can just Let I iua putting in ^ood tine. There: is not a. street 
car in Houston that can ‘beat Dick and I when the roads are 
good, and I an dubbed the Rough Rider all over the Heights. 

I don’t get to town nuch as yet find people up there dor: 1 1 know 
much nbout nc except those that see ;te Iron the cai'S out in the 
Heights, but I expect they know enough. Haven’t found Inyone 
to ride with u:c yet, Lut I art still hoping. 






Page 


Had to go to town today to get me a new skirt. 

Bick and I just rub thro ugh everything we come up agai ns t, 
saddle blankets skirts coats and everything else. even 

does his part to wear out shoao, (His shoesj}. He eaves my 
sqles but sure does splash the mud when there is any to scatter 
Theres no getting nrounu it. V/e are a pair. Also WE are a pair. 

You need not have any fears about that hat of mine. 

It is just simply a peacherino anu makes me look like a peach. 
Everyone thinks it looks good on me, and as for you, well I 
can tilt it to one side, but you will Have to stay on that 
same side all the time. Ibr your information, I will tilt it 
on the left which puts me on your right. See? 

Well I dine with Willie and his bride tomorrow and 
as I said I am going-to try to put an other beau to my string. 
His roommate will also be there. He was the other witness last 
Sunday morning and I think v/e will be quite good friends. At 
least I hope we can. I hope you will not mind it, because you 
see, it would not do much good anyway, because you are up 
there anu I am down here. See? You tell Mildred she had bet¬ 
ter mind out hoy; she runs around v/ith you, because I know her 
and will have a. cixarice to paddle her when she comes back. You 
see the advantage I have over you is that You will not know 
just who I have been running around v/ith, except when you go 
with some of the other girls, then I will have to depend on 
Mildred to tell me who they are. How about Mildreds sister, 
you never mention her. Is she never in the crowd? Still she 
is so much quieter and I guess she doser 't make much fuss. 

You had better be a. ni ghty good boy because you know the birus 
have a Way of telling me about you. 
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Don't get to frolicing too much and vforking too much 
and ne&lect your studies, because I know you like to frolic as 
much m I do and I am not there to paddle you now and then. 

Tell you what, though, you can talk about spoiled children all 
you like, but I never knew how spoiled I was until you left. 

I guess tiiat is the reason all the boys aVoid me. Im rotten. 

I want everyone to wait on me and step lively when I tell them 
to and they dont seem to be accustomed to such, and tixen, the 
other boys are not as polite as they could be. 

Val and I are still pretty good pals, but the other 
day we sure did play a joke on him and he is not wise yet. 

Mr. D. went to Uevr york and Val instructed him to send his girl 
some flowerB for him and also to see her vdile he was there. 

The pater v/ired that he had seen Val's girl and sent the flowers 
and Jim and Dan and I immediately proceeded to fix up a fake 
telegram from him girl. Jim dictated it and I wrote it and 
gave it to him, and you just ought to have heard what he said. 

He was quite a diligent worked all day and still is and thinks 
I am the candy kid because I was so good to him, tut he can't 
see how it is the boys got hold of the ,.i nf ormation that he got 
a message and he will not believe I treated him bad a bit, but 
-well just wait until he hears from that girl after ac¬ 
knowledging receipt of the message. I know I am going to have 
to do some hard arguing, but heres hoping I will come out all 
right. I just liave got to come out all right, because Val is 
my right hand pal when it comes to looking up the pony vixen he 
runs too far dcwn in the mill and helping me saddle up and such, 
it sure will be hard because I will have to keep Dan and Jim 
in a good light too. Hard isn't it? Just wait until they 
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play a joke on me some day. We have clubbed together 
and joked evezyone &J-0 unu here and I guess it ir. my time next. 

I am going to be on my lookout all the time, cause I have to be, 
and they sure will get a good one when they uo get one at aMu 
Hope I will be able to take it good naturedly. 

Boy dear, I am just getting to be the worst kid 'ever, 
you don't know hov; much I need you to scold me a lit tit? and 
make me be good. I hope you are not the same way. 

Motlier intends going to the bay some where or other 
next year, I expect to Seabrook, and will try and get down 
there during July and August if possible. Guess we will have 
to plan to bo there during August at least, can't we? Or per** 
haps if you must work I will go and you come down now and then, 
but I .guess you can afford to take o little time off, cant you? 
Shall we look forward to that time? 

Am going to try and go to Havasota during Christmas 
wefek if I can just for a day or two. I know it will do.me good, 
and I don’t know what I will do iks to the people up there. 

"Christianity wants nothing so much in the world as 
sunny people and the old ore hungrier for love than for bread. 
The oil of Joy is very cheap, and if you can help the poor 
with a. Garment of Praise, it will be better fhr them than 
blanket s. " 


Christmas is coming Boy dear, and I am lonesome, 
for you. I am going to be as good as I can and ae happy as 
I can even if you are not here, and you do the same. Don't 
forget boy dear tnat you are still trying to be modest and 
to learn to use your will power. 







v 
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OFFICE OF 

Genebal Sechetaby 


Hasbville, Dec., 11, 1911 


Ur. Kirby Page, 

o/o Y■ U. C. A., 

Houston, Tex. 

Six's ™ 

Enclosed please find the secretarial blank,referred to in our last 
communication ,wM ch we find was overlooked in the nailing. We are sorry to 
have overlooked it and trust you will fill out as early as possible and return 


to us 


Yours very truly 



. 
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Dearest boy: 

Just a lino to ray Lcllo to you. It has been 
raining here like everything and. then come ever since Sat¬ 
urday r j i t Jr*t nnd I did i.ot get to go outside of the house 
yesterday find you c-ui just imagine how puffed up and mean 
I wn. I think it has about stopped the rain now find we may 
have a little norther, at least I hope so. 

Am enclosing to you copy of a clipping from the 
Haps Page of th o Sunday Post, of some time since. I think 
it i3 just as pretty as can be fi.no. ir so odd find uifferent 
fran anything else I iiave ever seen. 

Mother nays Silt; night be persuaded to send you 
a. slice or two of that fruit cake, to you can look out for 
it sometime about Christmas. ITot a bit sooner. An glad to 
hear that Perry teems to be doing better and do hope lie will 

I 

continue to be n good kid. I don t see how on earth 
be so bad v/Iien he lias a mother and brother like his. 

Good night dear, be #* goou boy. 

Yours ever, 



he can 




“—- 








——= 
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Mr ?. T MoGlll General decretory 

Young tea'll Christian Association 
H&shvlllo Tennessee 

Tear €ir:- 

Your inquiry of the 5th last, ana forwarded to 
mo from Houston, and lias Just come to hand* 

On Teptember 1st I severed my connections with 
the Houston Association* in. order to enter Tralee University, 
for the purpose of better preparing qyself for Christian 
service, and consequently, I am not in a position to consider 
the Soys* ~ork Xireotorship of your Association at this time* 
If you should be in need of anyone after I have completed iqy 
wot^ here in iha Unlversityj I shall be glad to correspond 
with you in regard to same. 

fishing you the groat ost of success in your work 
in the new building, I an 


Yours sincerely 
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Kirby Page, 

1336 Twenty Fifth St., 
lies Moines, Iovm. 


Nearest hoy of mine: 


b'ell, what do you think of the nay fancied envelopes 
.that the new co rp o rot ton has invested in? of course, we have 
to try everything r.cvv that cones along, so could not get a.lor 
without those. Don't know viether they save much time or not, 
hut I hope they do. ’./ill Lave to get accustomed to foldin', 1 


‘U 


letters fast this \my before they will save any time for 
then learn how to put the;., in the envelope faster than J 


me and 


Ve are just having a. swinning old time down here now. 
Fever saw so much raori in all ray life, at least not in the last 
few years. The poor old farmers will not have a. ghost of a c: arc 
to blamfc the good lord for not sending them enough precipitation 
during the f all to shoot tilc coft on ar.d everytilng elue up to 
the shy next year, ‘.fonder what ti eg will do? 

Did: and i tried to swin today, the first time since 
Saturday, and suppose we will swija heme if 1 can get off early 
enough, which seems likely, hut if t don’t, will have to go on 
the car and I have only three cents that I can call my own just 
at present. fret ty good sk ovd ng for so near pay-day, isn't it? 
And I do not want to borrow any. 

hope you got along all right with your sermon and 
that the poor people survived. Did you have to organize a. first 
aid to the agitated, ' Society before you left? or did you get 
off scot free? hope trey didn't do yon any damage, because T 
don't want you to come home battered up any. Understand? 

he a mighty good hoy, cause Christmas is comin. 



"ours faithful ly, 




\ 


v 
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Three years had gone hy since Jaok Holliday and 
his widowed Bother had moved from the old home in Alabama 
to Pasadena, California, where Jack had secured a position 
as stenographer with the Cameron Lumber Company, and by his 
cheerful and efficient services had risen to the position of 
secretary to the president of the company. 

One day just as Jaok was leaving the study of Pev, 
% s. Hudson, with whoa ho had been having a oonferenoe In 
regard to plans for work with his class of boys in Sunday 
School, the pastor suddenly exclaimed, "Jaok, I have been 
wondering for a long time why you do not go away and study 
for the ministry," 

"1 never had thought very mnoh about It, because it 
seemed impossible for me to undertake such a thing”, replied 
Jack* 

"Why does it seem impossible?" 

"Well, there are several reasons that make it out 
of the question for me to consider it. As you know, mother 
is dependent on me for support, and then I do not have the 
necessary funds to keep me while in sohool." 

"Are these the only obstacles in your way?" 

"Well, there is one other thing", Jaok replied, 
getting rather red in the f&oe. "You see, Louise and x 




e 


are planning to b® married before very long 1 ’• he continued, 
shifting nervously In hie chair. 

"That does make a difference" f replied the minister. 
'But you are both young yet, so why don't you postpone the 
matter for a time?" • , 

"Things hove gone too far for that. Louise has 
already bought her wedding dress, and has nearly all of her 
arrangements made." 

"And as far as your finances are concerned, l can 
secure you ® place as secretary to the president of the oclloge, 
that will enable you not only to rank© your own expenses, but to 
take care of your mother sc well", continued Lev. Hudson. 

And so after being urged by the pastor. Jack agreed 
to talk the matter over with Louise the first opportunity that 
he had. 

The next day we.c the Fourth of July, and as Jack 
had a holiday, he and Louise planned to take a trolley ride 
to the summit of ifount Lowe. shortly after twelve o'dock 
they reached their destinetion, and soon had their lunoheon 
spread beneath a large oak tree. 

It was one of those clear days for which California 
is noted, and from where they were seated one could see the 
Faoifio, some thirty miles distant; and far beyond the ehoro 
line one could make out Catalina Islands, miles distant from 
the mainland. Nearby in the valley were great orange orchards 
and grape vineyards; while far to the northeast one could get 
a glimpse of snow-capped "Old Baldy". 
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After the remains of the lunoheon had been cleared 
away, and siren to the squirrels, Jaok, in a half hearted way, 
told Louise of the conversation that he had had ifith Ear. 
Hudson in regard to his going away and preparing for the 
Latxy. After they had talked it over and considered it 
from all sides, Louise said, "It seems to me that this is too 
great an opportunity to let pass. I believe you ought to take 
advantage of it* Jack." 

^Jut Louise, we are to he married in a few weeks." 

^e can afford to wait, Jack. It is impossible 
ir a man to accomplish very raaoh these days without a college 
education, and then I hove always wished that you might he a 
minister." 

And so after further consideration, they deoided 
that Jaok should enter Denver University in September. 



Four years brought great ohanges to the life of 
Jaok 11day. He had proved to be a good student, and 
ranked high in his classes, and although he did not take 
a very large part in athletios, he managed to win the golf 
championship three years in suooession. After the first 
year, he occasionally wont outlaid preached at the nearby 
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ohnrohts and oame to be quite a fluent speaker* Indeed, 
he won the highest honors in the oratorical oonteet during 
his senior toot. 

However, the greatest ohange that Oarae over him was 
in his spiritual lifo. When he first eaae to the university 
he continued the practice that he had formed years before of 
reading his Bible eaoh day, hut as his time oaae to be more 
and more occupied with the duties of school life and the study 
of Philosophy, Psychology and the other soienees, he came to 
the point where he seldom took time'to read the Bible at all* 
The deeper he went into these studies, the lese desire he had 
to be a minister, until finally. Just before graduation day, he 
made up his mind that he would give up hie plan of preaohlng, 
and resolved that he would enter business. 

One evening shortly after hia return home, as he and 
Louise were sitting in the old lawn swing, Jaok exclaimed, 
"Louise, I uo aftaid you are going to be disappointed in me." 

"That mokes you think that", questioned Louise* 

"Have I said anything that would cause you to think that I had 
lost faith in you?" 

"Bo", answered Jaok, "but there is one thing that 
I have never told yon." 

"That is it Jaokt 11 oried Louise, in a half frightened 

manner* 

After a moment's hesitation, Jaok replied, "For 
some reason Z no longer have the desire to bo a minister"* 

"Why Jaok, what in the world has oaused this ohange?" 

"I really do not know when it oamo about* Z think 
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of it again and again. Finally, he removed hie feet from 
the table* laid the Bible on hie lap, buried hie head in hie 
hand a, and eat motionless for several minutes. Then he began 

whispering to himself, "There mast be something in this old 
Book after all* Bon oan X account for its influence on 

mother and Louise, unless it be true? How oan X account 

for its Influence on civilization, if it be mere opinions 
of human beings? Oh what a fool X have been to neglect it, 

X see now where X made my mistake. I understand now that 
the study of this Book is the most important of all studies, 
and hereafter I shall not neglect it." And without 

removing his clothe8, he threw himself aoross the bed aud 
was soon asleep* 

"hen Jack came down to breakfast in the morning, 
ho found hie mail ewalting‘ him. The firet letter that he 
opened was in strongs handwriting, and after reading it, he 
oalled to his mother out in the kitohen, "Oh mother, whom 
do you suppoee has written me?" 

"X am no good at guessing, so tell me", replied 
his mother, as she oame Into the room* 

"It is from the olerk of the Congregational Church 
at Monrovia, and they extend me a oall to the pastorate of 
that ohuroh", replied Jack* 

"Well, what are you going to do about it?" 

"I think I will go and talk it over with Louise 
after breakfast*" 


L 
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Louise saw him coming and came out to the gate to 
meet him* "Oh Jack, she cried, "I just know you have good 
aewo* Z oan tell from the way you look*" 

"That I have, little girl? replied Jack. "I have 

! 

decided to accept the call that came this morning to the 
pastorate of a little church up in the foothills near Monrovia.” 

"Oh I am so glad% cried Louise, aa they went into 
the house together* 
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__ __ S ^ 

Dearest D oy: 

Well, mhat do you think? It has really stopped, fain- 
ing at last. Stopped yesterday morning, and it likes one day 
of having rained a solid week. Roads still pretty had hut hick 
and I manage to get along.. I am just about as happy as cun he 
to get to ride again. It v/aB so had that I didn’t get to ride 
more than about two days this week in spite of my raincoat and 
all other accessories. 

Christ7iE.s is pretty near here, and I never saw a dull¬ 
er looking old Xmas in my life, from this distance. I do not 
even think I will get to go to Havasota, hut I am going to wait 
and just as sure as I see a tjjiost of n chance I sure will grab 
it. Mother says we get poorer every year. Wonder viiat she will 
have to think next year? that is, as far as the financial stand¬ 
point is looked at. Will try to get mothers gift to you off 
8 one time the first part of next week. We sure have had a lot 
of fun planning it up and you can just expect a lot of fun 
opening it, and it would he a good idea to have Jack near when 


you do, hut no one else. Gee? 

With lots and lots of love, J am, 


) 
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SHERMAN KIRK 

DEAN, COLLEGE OFTHE BIBLE 


Drake University 


DES MOIN ES, IOWA 


December IB 1911 

My dear Mother 

TTith this you will find enclosed a copy of a wonderful 
story that I had to write in our class in English. As you will 
no doubt be able to see, the framework of the story is based upon 
the actual experiences of certain of my friends, although therp 
are portions of it that are considerably overdrawn, and the 
latter part of it is all fiction. The part that deals with 
the hero getting off the track, so to speak, is purely fiction - 
I had to have him do something and thought that was the easiest 
way out. 

Uext week my troubles begin, for we have our 
quarterly examinations. Think perhaps X won't havb much 
trouble in getting through. I think I will do well if I make 
it at all fhave no doubt but that I will), considering that the 
fact that I have been out of school so long and have been doing 
so much on the outside. However, I feel that the outside 
work is just as important as the studies, and intend to get as 
much of both as possible. 

I am in as good health as I have ever been in my 
life. After eating those three chicken dinners at Bed field 
I weighed myself and the scales showed 173 pounds, the most 
I have ever weighed. You ought tb see my eat - I am right 
there with both feet. 


1 





I have heen getting the Post for the past two 
weeks, and sure have enjoyed reading about the happenings 
down your way. Mr Munger sent it to me on account of the 
Men & Beligion Campaign. It was good of him, was it not? 

The fellows at the building surely have treated me fine, 
especially Bellmont. I hear from him every week or two. 

I think we are real fortunate in being able to get 
all of the Hash things for *100.00 - it's dirt cheap. As 
to your letting Mrs Douglass have the other room, I don't 
know what to think about it. I'm afraid that you are going 
to be awfully crowded and uncomfortable in the one room. 
Mother dear, don't hesitate to use the P50.0C. I am sure 
that I can send you *5.00 or $10.00 a month now, which it 
ought to make it unnecessary for you to work all the time. 

I am looking about, and find that house rent is some cheaper 
here than in Houston. I believe that we can sell what we 
have for enough to get us all here and have enough left to 
partially furnish a house. If we could get a large house 
and let out three or four rooms we could just about make our 
rent, and the rest ought to be easy sailing. It would not 
take so very much to furnish a house, with what we already 
have, and I believe we could make the thing go all right. 

Te will see more about it later. 

w ith lots of love, I am 


Your old boy. 






JAMES D. DAWSON, President 
GEO-O,HASKELL, Vice President 
R.F [SBELL,Sect'yandTreas, 
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Houston,Texas, DecauLcr io, iuii. 

9 am. 


Sv.'c: etlieart of mine: 


1 atijjl haven’t received any letter from you telling 
about your sermon. You promised such, but it has never come 
to hand. Do tell me about it, and keep your promise. 

I went to see your SSotlier yesterday evening and 
found her getting ready to go to Mr. Hunger’s. I think that 
is about the be st thing slit could do. Si, e telle me that ferry 
is doing worse than ever over in Louisiana. hard to tell what 
that boy will l'incally do. Your mother seemed to be in r. 
pretty good humor, though, and t her e is riot a bit of use in 
worrying over him. 


ITow for that shorthand letter. I au not v bid et f- 
prised at you, because Hildred tells the girls tint fill tue 
girls uo there arc in love with you and that you are the mo st 
oopula.r boy in the school, With the girls. And. you need not 
worry about me being Jealous, I am not one bit jealous and 
never have been. Mo dear, I think more of myself, aim! 1 am 
not that weak, I am only sorry that you could be so weak your¬ 
self. You say that you arc only human, why dear, to admit 
that, is to admit that you are weak, and that is what you are 
trying to overcome. Uo be only human, is to be the weakest 
of the weak, and dear, God never meant tlrt one whom he has 
favored as he has favoured you, should lack self command ol 
all tilings. Loy do you try? Do you aslc Cod to help you? It 
lies wholly with you whether you should be your own ideal or 
not. And sweetheart, sweetheart, what matter if wo are 
miles and miles apart? Don’t you know that I am always with 


iv p ravers? 


Can distance tone you 
could i;€ lp you more if you 
you. I was reading a piece 
was V/asi.ingtor. I rising, who 
an d a Vine, that the oak 
to grow to its strength, 
should be the support of the more feeble vine , 
its tendrils lovingly around it and depended mon 
its support because it was weak, Du: when the 


you? In my tnoughts ana 
away from ne? Ctill, I know I 
were with me, or rather, I with 
the other night, and I thin k it 
likened Man and Woiasui to an Oak 
which had taker, years and years 
aru beauty, 
which wound 
tne oak for 


the tempest 
it had taken 


and tnr. oi 
came that 
years to 


K was dare, u 
would uoroot ' 


o vine 
.he mak 


;reeri 


ar d Wi.en 


in a moment , when 
• ttain its beauty and strength, the same 


t 



little feeble vine v;round its ten dr il 8 lovingly and securely 
around the great tree arid held it by its very strength. Go 
man, who is stronger, must support woman in his strength n.nu 
power, because of her very weakness, but when he is despondent, 
and reverses come, she shows ever a. smiling fa.ee to the outer 
world, and when even harder anufaorc painful trouble overtakes 
then, and man would go down, b-oman'fe very weakness and love 
are the strengths that hold him back frem the brink of ruin, 
and i s it not so, and a.m I not even now, the vine that would 
h e lp yo u? 


How boy, let me tell you one thinfe that I want you 
to bear in mind. Beware o f the girl tlia.t crys j Movr 1 don't 
say thi s because tnis girl" happened to cry*, but I say it be¬ 
cause I would tell anyone of it. The girl that can tune ...:p 
and cryabcfore a stranger is weak and deceitful., because 
xiflHK she knows that she cannot a.ttract man by her strength,, of 
character, but must depend on her v/eakness, for all women know 
that a. man will always do one of two thinks when a woman crys, 
and that is, lie v/ill either stoim and get angry, or, he will 
be sympathetic. And he is usually egmnpathe tic. All girls 
know this, not because anyone lias ever Jtold them this, but 

because it has been so forever and is merely instinct, and 

because they know this, they are deceitful when they try to 
attract a man thus . An I not right? 

I am sorry boy dear, but I trust you will do vour 
best to keep out of such foolishness next time. V/oul d I be 
OHLY HULLAIT if I let a. boy kiss me? Or is it woman's place: 
to show strength. 

jjT*- 

liow boy, I am going to tell you on ej| tiling. You don't 
wrong yourself, or me, half as much as you wrong the girl in 
question. This you ]cnow, and this, I have argued out with you 

before. You are up there preparing for a work that will help 

both man and woman, no matter whether you become a YLICA or a 
minister, and YOU are setting a, good example. 


Mow sweetheart, the wording of this letter may sound 
harsh and plain, but I could not put it less harsh and make it 
quite as forcible as I would, so forgive me if I seem to hared,. 


You know I dor: t mean to be trat. 
and you will see the t I am ri J. t. 

I only vi sh i were there 
five months uure, and you you must 
that time. You can, and you will, 
me though, because I dbn*t like to 


head this and think it oven' 
(as usual}?). 

with yon, but there are 
look out for your'self for 
I don't want you to promise 
see you break a promise. 



I roily yours ever 
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JAMES D. DAWSON, President 
GECKO, HASKELL, Vice President 
R.E ISBELL, Sect'y andTreas, 


hear "baby boy: 

Yesterday Kornin^ I sent you a box by express. 

I know bow that I should have sent it sooner, but didn't 
know tlien, however, I hope it reaches you in time as I 
market it perisljable and everything else imaginable to 
put it through quick. 

You must not open 1 it, though. until Chriwtmas 
if it yets timers sooner. Guess you know what is inside 
of it. The fruit cake is of cottonseed flour and you can 
tell anyone tiiat gets a taste of it that it is purely a 
Southern product all arouid. The other is a piece of a 
pound cake and the receipt sa.yn i.t will keep a year. 

Will that? 


With fill sorts of love and best wishes for a. 
very merry Ciiristmas, I am, 

*ours fsitiifully, 
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Mr. Kirby Page, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

Dear Kirby:- 

Y/e are thinking of you today because it is Christmas 
and we wish you happiness. And tomorrow, because it will be 
the day after Christmas, we shall wish you happiness and so on 
clear through the year. We may not be able to tell you about 
it every day but that makes no difference. The thought and the 
wish will be there just the same. V/hatever joy or success may 
come to you will make us glad. 

We hope this few lines will you assure- that all vie 
are wishing for ourselves we also wish for you and yours. May 
it be a joyful time to you and filled with many good things. 

We are not in position to give presents this year, as 
we have bought a home, so are writing letters to everyone. Our 
total expenditures, including postage and stationery and for 
each other, will be less than $5.00. 

Y/e are fortunately blessed with health and strength 
so find ourselves in good spirits all the time. Business is 
still good, the home improves in appearance and value, we are 
free from domestic troubles, quite happy in fact and in perfect 
accord with each other and environment; therefore all is well. 

May God bless you on this happy day and give you the 
desires of your heart throughout the coming year is our wish. 

Lovingly, 
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Dear Kirby 

Hellosky and howdoyoudosky! This is a fine day, too. 

Received a nighty pretty present today from Des Moines. One 
that I shall value highly and enjoy immensely. You are right 
there with the color scheme and I can keep warm all winter now. 
Thanks for the remembrance and toggery. Have had a fine time of 
it so far and lots of cards, letters, presents and fun. 

Norma and I took lunch and hiked it by trail to Mt. Echo and 
the Observatory yesterday. Same old way we went exactly only 
we let well enough alone and stopped there. Pine day of it. 

Spent Sunday with Mrs. Barnard who is dearer to us than ever. 

Perry is back and Mother has vacated, is the latest I have. 

I am glad she has cast him off and now can have some peace. He 
will get a jolting down some of these days, until then we can 
only hope for the best, like a runaway horse on the rampant. 

I have no word from him at all for some time; only meagre cards. 

Yow.r fine letter came yesterday. You are "going some" and 
to be congratulated. I did smile, so did Mrs. Barnard when I 
told her about it. She has been trying to get me into something 
like that but to speak at the Christian Endeavor Mission Sunday 
evening is nearest I have been or will get to it. My talent is 
in other directions. Clad you are doing so nicely in all. 

My employer gave me an envelope Saturday containing $10. 
and a little note which said: “This is to wish you a Merry Christ¬ 
mas. And also to acknovrledge faithful services for the Company." 

I was surprised and pleased indeed. Business still hums. He is 
planning to spend several months back East right after winter 
breaks up; will leave me in charge v/ith buying and all to do. 

My weight is 164# and I am climbing higher steadily. 22# 
to the good since leaving Houston. We are splendid specimens of 
robust health and vigor and happier each week than one before. 


I trust your plans mature looking to your early marriage and 
you have our best wishes. Hope the now year will bring you much 
of all that is to be desired and may you be very happy. Remember 
you will be there several years and don’t try to do it all today. 
Above all don't let your head get away from you. Nuf sed. May 
Cod richly bless you and give you success and keep you aright. 


Lovingly, 

I 
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December 27 1911 


Mr Kirby Page 

Drake University 

Des Moines Iowa 
My dear old Kirby:- 


The fact that I have not written you 
lately is no sign that you have not been very much on my 
mind and heart the past few weeks. Your good letter came 
Christmas day and all here have enjoyed it as well as my 
folks at home, including your mother. I hope you are not 
sorry that "your folks" are ,T my folks" for the present. 

We are very happy about it, both for your mother's sake, 
your sake and our sake, and we believe it most providen¬ 
tial at this time. 

She was very reluctant to come at first, only 
because she feared she could not do the work. But we 
assured her that she could, and we are all much pleased 
with her work, including the doctor himself, while Father 
insists that she does many of the little things so im¬ 
portant in the sick room much better than either the 
nurse or the doctor. Mr and Mrs Douglass feel with me 
that it is also very much better for your mother. You 
know that there is no happiness so great as being of 
service and a blessing to someone else, and I can see 
that it is having its effect on your dear mother. As 
she was washing the breakfast dishes Christmas morning 
she said to me, "Do you know what I would be doing if 
I were at home alone now? I would be in that little old 
kitchen alone and would be crying." And that was, no 
doubt,.what she did do much of the time, while now she 
is laughing and joking a good deal. 

Perry is back from Louisiana, has called at 
the house where Mrs Douglass told him that his mother 
had gone out to nurse and turned the house over to her. 
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He has been here to see me. I had a good talk with him— 
the best I have ever had, but did not as yet tell him 
where his mother is. I did tell him that I wanted him to 
let her alone, not worry her, and do something for him¬ 
self demonstrating beyond doubt that he is really in earn¬ 
est. He promised to do that, but it remains to be seen. 
You remember what I told you of a nephew, so "I am from 
Missouri and must be shown." 

Hiss Mason, you will remember, came over from 
Florida to succeed Miss Johnson. Mother asked her out 
to dinner Christmas, and we set the table up in Father's 
room and all ate dinner with him there. I was with him 
all day Sunday and Monday. He is very poorly and seems 
much weaker than he did a few weeks ago, but we are doing 
everything we can for him and trying to cheer him up. I 
told Mr Wilson yesterday that I must insist upon giving 
more attention to my father and would be glad to resign 
or take a few months leave of absence. He urged me to 
continue being in my office until noon each day, which 
I shall try to do for the present. 

We are so glad to hear about your work and to 
know how well you are doing. Christmas morning we all 
adjourned to Father's room after breakfast and opened 
our packages, which had been saved, your mother having 
a liberal share Which included the one from you, which 
she said was just what she needed. 

We all send love, and be sure to remember that 
our love cannot be measured by simply the number of times 
we write, because our hands and hearts are full. Write 
when you can. 


Sincerely yours 



iem/mlm 


REV, FRANCIS E. CLARK , D. D. president 


WILLIAM SHAW, general secretary 


H. N. LATHROP, TREASUR 


KARL LEHMANN, interstate secretary 


AMOS R. WELLS, editorial Secretary 

A. J. SHARTLE , manager 





Dec. 27, 1911. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

Drake University, 

Des Moines, I ova. 

Dear Brother, 

Your favor of December 23 received and it is a pleasure 
to hear of the success attending your work. 

The paper will be sent to Miss McFadden as you re¬ 
quest. The price is $1*50, and the 65 cents has been applied 
on your account with the United Society. 

I regret to say that I have no detailed information 
in regard to the largest societies in America, but feel that 
I am safe in saying that you are in the front rank of single 
societies. 


In some churches they have several societies, feeling 
that the best work can be done by a society of about sixty 
members. 


This is true of the Grace Baptist Temple in Philadel¬ 
phia, which has fifteen sections in its society of Christian 
Endeayor , no section being allowed to have more than sixty 
members. They meet at different hours on Sunday and at dif¬ 
ferent times during the week. 

We have such a very vide field, with such a large 
number of societies, that we are not able to give very much 
space in our paper to individual reports, but we are always 
glad to receive news of any special methods or successful forms 
of work, which can be briefly set before other societies for 
their encouragement and help. 


Cordially yours, 


General Secretary. 
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Houston, Texas, December £y, 1911. 

11 am. 


DenresttBoy: 

Yesterday wa r i.iy day to have written you, hut 
I took a holiday and, ns you kr ow, it is so hard to vrrite 
an a holiday. I fully intended sending you at least a card, 
hut somehow I. went off and forgot it. I spent the whole 
day up town. It v/as just as pretty and clear as could he, 
and Mr. McCane and I took the evening getting a rooming 
house ceiiBus of one district for the C.C.C. I soent the first 
part of tiie da y si op ping and spent all the money I had and 
then some. I indulged in a long coat and e white suit to 
go v/i th ny white hat. I had already indulged in a pair of 
hlack velvet shoes, (or rather hoots) I ^also got a red dress. 
Lon't tell me, hut 1 am going to have some dresses or something 
or other for a time to come. I hope I vail. I saw Mr. 

Scott also and exchanged a few words with him. lie is as f r t 
as a pig. I was also looking my lest, with my new hat. 

It is raining like vorytid ng today. 

Hope you received that hox all o.K. and D&rned the 
holes of Wholes. ? Yours lovingly, 




1MPORTERSAND DEALERS IN 


JAMES D. DAWSON, President. 

GEO. O. HASKELL, Vice President. 

R- F. IS BELL, Secretary ^Treasurer. 


p. O, DRAWE R M 

r/<f«a,De cember 50, 1911. 


Dearest toy: 

Was glad to learn that you received the "box o.K. 
but the express really was prepaid and I am enclosing here¬ 
with receipt for same marked prepaid and you can go arid make 
the agent fork up. They always try to overcharge and 1 really 
should have sent you the receipt at first. 

Glad you and all the rest of them enjoyed the ca.ke 
and wish you could be here tomorrow and morida.y to finish up 
the last of the fruit cake and pound cake. 

Its still raining. .Jl*. 

That is the way I feel about it. It washed the footbridges 
away from Alston st. this morning and they had to be towed 
back by some kids and put ir: place before I could get off 
which was 9 am. 

I trust you will have a very happy new year and that 
the next one will be still happier. Oh boy 1 do get lonesone 
some times, but I am doing the best I can. 

With lots and lots and lots of love, I am 


Yours 
















